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Reply to Office Action Issued April 7, 2008 

Dear Sir: 

Claims 1-24 are pending in the instant application. The Examiner has concluded 
that restriction to one of the following two groups is necessary: 

I. Claims 1-17 & 19-24, drawn to an adhesive and a medical patch. 

II. Claim 18, drawn to a method of manufacturing a medicinal patch and a 
transdermal therapeutic system. 



The Examiner explains in the Office action that the inventions listed as Groups I 



and II do not relate to a single general inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1 because, 
under PCT Rule 13.2, they lack the same or corresponding special technical features since 
the claims of Group II contain a solvent, either ethanol or demineralized water, while the 
claims of Group I do not. 

The Applicant objects to the instant restriction requirement, with traverse. In 
particular, as noted above, the Office action recites that the claims of Group II contain a 
solvent, either ethanol or demineralized water, while the claims of Group I do not. It is 
respectfully submitted that the solvent is removed in the last step of the manufacturing 
process of claim 18 (i.e., "drying said coated film."). Therefore, the product of the claim 
18 method does not contain a solvent (in the same manner as the product of the claims of 
Group I) since the solvent is only temporarily employed in the method of claim 1 8 and is 
removed from the final product via the aforementioned drying step. Therefore, it is 
respectfully submitted that the claims of Group I and Group II are linked by the same 
technical features. 

The Applicant hereby elects the claims of Group I (which consist of claims 1-17 
and 19-24) for further prosecution on the merits thereof. It is noted that the Examiner 
states in the Office action that Group I only includes claims 1-17; however, it is believed 
that Group I also includes claims 19-24. Therefore, claims 19-24 are included in Group I 
for purposes of this Office action response and claim election. 

The Examiner is invited to call the undersigned if there are any remaining issues 
to be discussed which could expedite the prosecution of the present application. 
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